Analysis of ovarian tumors for the presence of human papillomavirus DNA.
The role of human papillomavirus (HPV) infection in ovarian tumorigenesis is uncertain. The objective of this study was to screen a collection of ovarian tumors for the presence of high-risk oncogenic HPV types 16, 18 and 33. Twenty benign and malignant ovarian tumors were obtained from women undergoing pelvic surgery at a regional comprehensive cancer institution in North America. DNA was isolated from the snap-frozen tumors, and commercial polymerase chain reaction (PCR) detection sets were used to analyze the tumor DNA samples for the presence of DNA from HPV types 16, 18 and 33. The DNA from HPV types 16, 18 and 33 was not detected in any of the ovarian tumors. Our findings do not support an association between infection with HPV types 16, 18 and 33 and ovarian neoplasia in this patient population.